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MIRRORED EXTENSIONS TO A MULTIPLE
DISK STORAGE SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

a. Field of the Invention

The present invention pertains generally to disk storage
systems and specifically to disk storage systems with pro-
visions for disaster recovery.

b. Description of the Background

Redundant arrays of independent disks (RAID) is stan-
dardized technology for the storage of data with emphasis on
performance, fault tolerance, and the ability to recover data
due to a failure of a disk drive. Many RAID products are
commercially available.

The RAID Advisory Board of St. Peter, Minn. has defined
and standardized several different RAID levels. RAID level
1 (‘RAID 1°), for example, is a mirrored disk wherein a
complete copy of the data on one disk is simultaneously
maintained and stored on a second disk. In the event of a
failure of one disk, a complete copy of the data on the second
disk is available. The data on the second disk may be used
to recreate the data on the first disk when the first disk is
replaced or repaired. RAID 5 uses several disks to store data
in stripes for read and write speed. RAID 5 also incorporates
parity data recovery method for tolerating the failure of a
complete disk drive in the system.

Hot spare disks may be present in a RAID storage system.
Ahot spare disk is one that is capable of being used, but sits
idle until one of the disks in a RAID system need to be
replaced.

The existing technology addresses the need for disaster
recovery from errors in the disk drives such as media
problems, disk crashes, noisy communications, and other
problems that may destroy data or prohibit data access.
However, the RAID technology does not address problems
such as virus attacks, unintentional deletion of files, and
other forms of data corruption where a backup system is
required to restore the system to operation. For example, a
virus attack may cripple a computer, wiping out files and
data that are essential for the functioning of the computer.
The only alternative for a system administrator may be to
reinstall essential operating software and data from a back
up. Such operations may take several hours to complete,
leaving an otherwise essential computer out of service for a
substantial amount of time.

It would therefore be advantageous to provide a system
and method for recovering from data corruption problems
quickly and with a minimum of data loss. Further it would
be advantageous if the backup system used elements of
existing RAID technologies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention overcomes the disadvantages and
limitations of the prior art by providing a system and method
of creating a bootable copy of a main disk using mirroring.
The mirror operation may be stopped such that the bootable
copy may act as a protected backup of the main disk,
available to restart a computer in the event of a corruption
of the main disk, such as after a virus attack or other
corruption of the main disk. Enabling the mirror operation
periodically may refresh the bootable copy.

The present invention may therefore comprise a method
of using a backup storage system for a computer comprising:
creating a main storage system capable of booting the
computer system; enabling a mirroring operation to mirror
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the main storage system onto the backup storage system
wherein the backup storage system is capable of booting the
computer system; disabling the mirroring operation; oper-
ating the computer system with the main storage system;
determining that a problem exists with the data on the main
storage system; shutting down the computer system; booting
the computer system using the backup storage system;
operating the computer system with the backup storage
system; mirroring the backup storage system onto the main
storage system; disabling the mirroring operation; and oper-
ating the computer system with the main storage system.

The present invention may further comprise a method of
updating a backup storage system comprising: creating a
bootable backup storage system by turning on a mirror
function such that a main storage system is mirrored onto a
backup storage system that is capable of booting a computer;
disabling the mirror function; operating the computer using
the main storage system; determining that a backup opera-
tion shall take place; turning on the mirror function such that
the main storage system is mirrored onto the backup storage
system; and disabling the mirror function.

The present invention may further comprise a computer
storage apparatus with a bootable backup system compris-
ing: a main storage system that is capable of booting and
operating a computer; a backup storage system; and a
controller adapted to execute a mirror operation to create a
mirrored copy of the main storage system onto the backup
storage system, the controller further adapted to turn off the
mirror operation to enter a normal mode of operation
wherein the computer is operated from the main storage
system, the computer adapted to be rebooted using the
backup storage system and the controlled adapted to execute
a mirror operation to create a mirrored copy of the backup
storage system onto the main storage system.

The advantages of the present invention are that a backup
system may be kept in the event of data corruption of a main
storage system such that a computer may be rebooted using
the backup system. Having a bootable backup system with
a known good configuration allows a computer to suffer a
virus attack, hacker attack, or other corruption of data, then
be switched over to the backup system and return to func-
tioning very quickly. Further, the system may rebuild the
main storage disk from the backup disk after restarting the
computer. The routines commonly used in RAID controllers
for mirroring, such as in RAID 1 controller, may be adapted
to create and update the backup disk systems and also to
rebuild the main disk system after a problem occurs. In
RAID systems containing a hot spare disk, the present
invention allows the hot spare to be used as a bootable
backup for emergency recovery.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a portion of a computer that
has a disk array.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an embodiment of the present
invention of a method of using a mirrored drive as a bootable
backup disk.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of an embodiment of the present
invention of a method of using a mirrored drive as a bootable
backup with a RAID 1 disk array.

FIG. 4 is an illustration of an embodiment of the present

invention of a method of using a mirrored disk as a bootable
backup with a RAID 5 array.
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FIG. 5 is a workflow diagram of an embodiment of the
present invention of a method of using a mirrored backup
disk.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a portion 100 of a computer
that has a disk array. The central processing unit 102 is
connected to a disk array controller 104 that is in turn
connected to one or more disks 106, 108, and 110. In many
cases, the disk array controller 104 may be a RAID con-
troller capable of various RAID techniques, such as striping,
mirroring, parity calculation and storage, and other tech-
niques. For example, the disk array controller 104 may use
a RAID 1 method for mirroring disks 106 and 108 such that
both disks store information redundantly. In the present
invention, the disk array controller 104 may be used to
create a bootable backup disk that may be used for quick
disaster recovery in the case of a large scale data corruption
error.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method 200 of using a mirrored drive
as a bootable backup disk. In the known good configuration
202, the first disk 204 is mirrored with the second disk 206.
The mirroring may use standard RAID 1 mirroring hardware
and software or the mirroring may be executed in software.
The known good configuration 202 may be at any point
where an administrator determines that the system is func-
tioning correctly. At that point, the administrator may
change the system to normal mode 208, wherein the first
disk 210 is used for normal operations and the second disk
212 is used as a point in time backup disk.

In the event of a virus attack or other problem 214, the
first disk 216 may be taken offline and the computer reboo-
ted on the second drive 218. At this point, the computer is
operating off of the data contained on the second drive 218
and ignoring any data on the first drive 216. Data corruption
of the first drive 216 may be due to a virus infecting the
system or by other problems such as when a user or
administrator accidentally overwrites or deletes certain data,
hackers infiltrate the system, acts of vandalism, or other
corruption of the data. In some cases, the data corruption
may be due to human acts, such as vandalism or an operator
error. In other cases, a hardware problem may cause the data
on the operable disk to become corrupted.

The backup disk 212 in normal mode 208 may not be
available to the controller. In other words, the backup disk
212 may be offline, unpowered and not spinning while in
normal mode 208. In some embodiments, the backup disk
212 may be mechanically and electrically disconnected from
the controller. For example, the disk may be mounted in a
‘hot swap’ carriage so that the disk may be removed from the
system and carried away. Such an embodiment may be
applicable when an offsite backup procedure may be war-
ranted and the disk may be stored in a separate physical
location. Applications for these embodiments may be for
when the data on the disk system is not updated frequently.

The backup disk 212 may be a hot spare disk as com-
mercially available in some RAID systems. The hot spare
disk may be operably connected to the RAID controller at all
times, but disk transfers to the backup disk 212 may be
disabled while the disk 212 is being used as a backup disk.

The backup disk 212 may be online during normal mode
208 in some embodiments. In such embodiments, the
backup disk 212 may be refreshed periodically so that the
backup disk 212 closely corresponds with the operational
boot disk 210. For example, if the system was operating in
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normal mode 208, an administrator may periodically rebuild
the backup disk as a mirrored drive of the operational disk.
This operation essentially refreshes the backup disk so that
the data on the disk is more current in the event of a problem.
In some embodiments, the hardware used to operate the
backup disk 212 may be similar to the hardware necessary
for a ‘hot spare’ disk that may be part of a RAID disk system.
In those embodiments, the ‘hot spare’ disk may be selec-
tively used by the RAID controller as the backup disk 212.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment 300 of a method of using
a mirrored drive as a bootable backup with a RAID 1 disk
array. In the present embodiment, three disks are present in
the system. Two disks operate as a RAID 1 system, that is,
they are mirrored disks with the redundancy features of a
RAID 1 system. A third disk is a backup disk that is a
mirrored copy of the first two disks. However, the backup
disk can have the mirror function turned off, leaving the
backup disk as a point in time copy of the mirrored drives.
In the event of a problem, the system can be restarted using
the backup disk and the main mirrored drives can be rebuilt
from the backup disk.

In the known good configuration 302, disks 304, 306, and
308 are mirrored copies of each other. In the normal oper-
ating mode 310, the disks 312 and 314 operate as a RAID
1 system with full mirroring redundant capabilities while
disk 316 is a point in time copy off the data contained in the
mirrored drive. When a virus attack or other problem occurs
318 rendering the mirrored drives 320 and 322 unusable or
corrupt, the backup disk 324 may be used to restart the
computer into the known good configuration 302. After the
computer is restarted, the rebuild process 326 allows the
RAID 1 array of disks 328 and 330 to be rebuilt from the
backup disk 332. Normal operation 334 may then resume
with a RAID 1 system of disks 336 and 338 and a backup
disk 340.

One of the advantages of the present embodiment is that
disk array controllers for RAID 1 systems have several of
the processes and procedures already implemented. For
example, the ability to build a mirrored drive and the ability
to rebuild a failed drive may already exist in a RAID 1
controller. These processes may be implemented in hard-
ware for speed. Thus the present embodiment of the present
invention may thus be a modification of existing systems.

In some embodiments, the backup disk drive may be the
same type of disk drive as the drives contained in the RAID
1 system. In other embodiments, the backup disk drive may
be a lower performance, and thus lower cost, disk drive. In
still other embodiments, the backup disk drive may be a
higher performance and possibly more reliable disk drive
than those in the RAID 1 system.

The backup disk may be located in a hot spare slot of a
RAID system. A hot spare is a disk drive that is normally not
part of the RAID system but can be brought online instantly
in the event of a failure of other of the other RAID drives.
The use of the hot spare as a backup disk may utilize existing
hardware configurations.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment 400 of the present
invention of a method of using a mirrored disk as a bootable
backup with a RAID 5 array. In the present embodiment, a
RAID 5 system comprising five disk drives is backed up
onto a single disk drive. The computer may be rebooted onto
a backup disk that is bootable in the case of a significant
problem with the RAID 5 system. After the system is
rebooted from the backup disk, the RAID 5 system can be
rebuilt from the backup disk.

In the known good configuration 402, a RAID system 404
is mirrored onto a backup disk 406. After mirroring, the
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system may enter normal mode 408 wherein the RAID
system 410 operates normally with the backup disk 412
being a point in time copy that is not changed during normal
operation 408. When a virus attack or other problem occurs
414 rendering the RAID system 416 unusable, the computer
system can be restarted or rebooted from the backup disk
418. When the system is again operational, the rebuild
process 420 rebuilds the RAID system 422 from the backup
disk 424. When the rebuild process 420 is complete, the
system again may enter normal mode 426 where the RAID
system 428 operates normally and back up disk 430 contains
a known good bootable system disk.

The backup disk may be a single disk drive or may be a
disk array. In some embodiments, the backup disk may be a
virtual disk drive that appears to the computer as a single
disk drive but is comprised of a plurality of physical disk
drives, such as a RAID system. In general, the backup disk
may be equal to or greater than the total storage capacity of
the RAID volume.

FIG. 5 illustrates a workflow of an embodiment 500 of the
present invention of a method of using a mirrored backup
disk. The system is configured 502 and a bootable main disk
is built 504. Subsequently or simultaneously, a mirrored
bootable disk is built 506. When the configuration is known
good 508, normal operation is begun wherein the mirror
operation to the backup disk is discontinued 510 and the
system operates from the main disk 512. If a problem with
the main disk occurs 514, the computer is rebooted from the
backup disk 516 and the main disk is rebuilt from the backup
disk 518. If the backup disk is to be refreshed 520, the mirror
function to the backup disk is restarted 506 until the backup
disk is built, then normal operations are continued.

Problems with the main disk may be detected by an
operator or may be detected automatically. For example, if
a virus attacked a computer system, the system may be able
to detect the problem, and automatically switch to the
backup drive and reboot itself completely under automatic
control. In other embodiments, the switchover to the backup
disk may require an operator intervention. In embodiments
where the backup disk is taken offline and disconnected, an
operator would, of course, have to insert the backup disk into
the system. In embodiments where the backup disk is online,
an operator intervention may still be required.

The mirroring operations described in this specification
may be performed in several methods. For example, the
computer may operate software to create the mirrored disks.
In the preferred embodiment, the mirroring operations may
be performed by a disk controller that can execute a sector-
by-sector mirror operation on a plurality of disks. Such a
controller may execute mirror routines directly in dedicated
hardware or may use a combination of hardware and soft-
ware. Such systems may relieve the main processor of the
computer from managing the disk drives and may execute
their tasks more efficiently.

The foregoing description of the invention has been
presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise form disclosed, and other modifications and varia-
tions may be possible in light of the above teachings. The
embodiment was chosen and described in order to best
explain the principles of the invention and its practical
application to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the invention in various embodiments and various
modifications as are suited to the particular use contem-
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plated. It is intended that the appended claims be construed
to include other alternative embodiments of the invention
except insofar as limited by the prior art.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of using a hot spare drive as backup storage
for a computer system comprising:

creating a main storage system capable of booting said

computer system;

providing a hot spare drive;

enabling a mirroring operation to mirror said main storage

system onto said hot spare drive wherein said hot spare
drive is capable of booting said computer system;
disabling said mirroring operation;

operating said computer system with said main storage

system,

determining that a problem exists with the data on said

main storage system;

shutting down said computer system;

booting said computer system using said hot spare drive;

operating said computer system with said hot spare drive;

mirroring said hot spare drive onto said main storage
system,

disabling said mirroring operation; and

operating said computer system with said main storage

system.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said main storage
system comprises a RAID storage system.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein said main storage
system comprises a RAID level 5 storage system.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein said main storage
system comprises a RAID level 1 storage system.

5. A computer storage apparatus that uses a hot spare drive
as a bootable backup system comprising:

a main storage system that is capable of booting and

operating a computer;

a hot spare drive; and

a controller that executes a mirror operation to create a

mirrored copy of computer programs and data stored on
said main storage system, including an operating appa-
ratus that is capable of booting said computer storage
apparatus, onto said hot spare drive, and turning off said
mirror operation to enter a normal mode of operation
such that said computer is operated during said normal
mode of operation from said main storage system, said
hot spare drive being used to reboot said computer
storage apparatus if data in said main storage system is
corrupted and said controller executing a minor opera-
tion to create a mirrored copy of said computer pro-
grams and data stored on said hot spare drive onto said
main storage system.

6. The computer storage apparatus of claim § wherein said
controller periodically executes said mirror operation to
create a mirrored copy of said main storage system onto said
hot spare drive.

7. The computer storage apparatus of claim 5 wherein said
main storage system comprises a RAID storage system.

8. The computer storage apparatus of claim 7 wherein said
main storage system comprises a RAID level 5 storage
system.

9. The computer storage apparatus of claim 7 wherein said
main storage system comprises a RAID level 1 storage
system.
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